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de Segur (" the first Frenchman to know Russia/' wrote de
Ligne), Prince Potemkin, and other brilliant men in her com-
pany, she was deceived on every side. The spectacles pre-
sented were magnificent, but there was hollowness everywhere.
" As far as Kherson," wrote the Prince de Ligne in a letter
to a friend, "we have found encampments, marvellous for
their Asiatic magnificence, in the midst of deserts; I no longer
know where I am, nor in what century*" At Stare Crim a
palace had been erected for one night's entertainment. The
Empress had liberally dispensed money for building and
developing towns; but the towns were unfinished, many of
them without streets; and where there were streets many of
them had no houses. The Empress was shown only finished
parts—" well-built shops and the colonnades of the palaces of
governors/' The Prince de Ligne sometimes left the royal
company and made expeditions off the main route, and dis-
covered all this for himself.1
Vergennes, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, whose
department administered from year to year a whole order of in-
herited instructions, rules, and policies, said that Catherine had
no* system.' The criticism is not quite justified. Catherine was
flamboyant and sometimes incalculable in her aims and actions,
but as an adopted Russian she had, after 1770, a fairly steady
c Byzantine' policy as regards Turkey, and as a German of
Stettin she had a " Syst&ne du Nord " for the Baltic lands.
Peter III had succeeded to the throne of the Empress Eliza-
beth on January 5,1762, when Russia, in alliance with Austria,
seemed on the point of overwhelming Frederick of Prussia.
Peter was really a drill-sergeant with immense admiration for
the military King of Prussia, the greatest captain of the age.
He at once made a truce and, some weeks later, a definitive
peace with Prussia* Catherine II became Empress in her own
right, after the murder of her husband, on July 9,1762.
Next year (October 5,1763) Augustus III, King of Poland,
died* Catherine, without much difficulty, secured the election
of one of her favourite courtiers, a Pole, Stanislaus Poniatowsfci;
1 Prince de Ligne, M£moires> vol. i, pp. 60,94; vol, ii, p, 402.

